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Dear parents & carers, 
 

One of the things I enjoy most about being 
a school leader is getting back into the 
classroom, and this week I was lucky 
enough to spend time teaching in both Year 
6 and Year 1. As always, I was impressed 
by the children's learning routines, positive 
attitudes and the knowledge they are 
building. Just as enjoyable were the many 
conversations along the way, which are 
often the highlight of any day spent in 
class! 
 

Cycle to school week- Bike Bus 
Next week there will be a Bike Bus running 
to both the Somers Park and Malvern Vale 
sites. 
Where: Victoria Park 
When: Arrive 8.15, depart by 8.25 
Drop-offs available at both sites of 
Somers Park. 
Contact Clare at 07932 253753 for more 
info. 
 

Please park your bikes in the in the cycle 
racks or bike sheds neatly and safely. If you 
are leaving bikes in the front playground 
next to the parent entrance, we strongly 
encourage you to lock them up. 
 

Bike Buses (https://www.bikeworcester.org
.uk/bikebus) provide a safe and fun way for 
children to travel to school. Children cycle or 
wheel to school, in a group, supervised by 
parents and volunteers. This promotes 
physical and mental health, reduces 
congestion and pollution around school 
drop-off, and fosters a sense of community.  

Conkers and Acorns 
Forest School 

Miss Dakin has requested donations of 
conkers and acorns for Forest School 
crafting! 
 

Collecting acorns or conkers could be a 
lovely activity for the weekend- any children 
bringing in donations will receive Castle 

Points for their efforts.        
 

Also, we are low on firewood for our 
campfire sessions. Donations welcome! 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters! 
Keep working hard with 
your attendance! 
 
Whole school attendance 

this week:  

97.3% 
 

Superstar classes with attendance of over 
97% this week are: 

25th September- 1st October 
 

Class Attendance 

1HW, Miss Woolley 100.0% 

5RM, Mrs Russell and Mrs 
Marshall 99.6% 

4SB, Mr Bowtell 99.2% 

4-CEDAR, Mrs Beasley 99.0% 

4LE, Mrs Luckman and 
Mrs Evans 98.9% 

6MM, Miss Murphy 98.9% 

3KC, Miss Cecil 98.7% 

2EB, Miss Brookes 98.6% 

0-RAG Miss Godwin 98.1% 

2-BEECH, Miss Hartwright 97.9% 

6GL, Mrs Lineham 97.6% 

2RD Mr Dudley 97.1% 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bikeworcester.org.uk%2Fbikebus&data=05%7C02%7CCHansen%40metacademies.org.uk%7C44f624c823d74ed0ce4608df1fb1dee6%7Cfa83d74882694189a364b64b39cca4c2%7C0%7C0%7C639264520953821624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lrhK78YIH7WBXjrjGZ7axQ%2ByXTbyLI5rW12rfUFFtjw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bikeworcester.org.uk%2Fbikebus&data=05%7C02%7CCHansen%40metacademies.org.uk%7C44f624c823d74ed0ce4608df1fb1dee6%7Cfa83d74882694189a364b64b39cca4c2%7C0%7C0%7C639264520953821624%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lrhK78YIH7WBXjrjGZ7axQ%2ByXTbyLI5rW12rfUFFtjw%3D&reserved=0
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Anti-bullying information 
We take all acts of unkindness in school 
very seriously. Sometimes, the word 
bullying is used by parents as it is 
associated with unkind behaviour from our 
school days, and we thought it would be 
useful to share information about bullying, 
what it is, and how to talk to your child 
about it. At the end of this newsletter, you 
will find an information sheet which may 
support you with this. 
 

How do we respond to an 
allegation of bullying? 

 

When we receive an allegation of bullying, 
during our investigations we consider the 
information we have against the definition 
of bullying, asking the questions: Is it 
repeated, intentional hurting of an 
individual or group, where the relationship 
involves an imbalance of power? 
 

Whether it is bullying or not, if a child is 
harmed we will always work with the victim 
and the perpetrator, involve parents and 
use the Behaviour Policy where 
appropriate. If the behaviour is found to be 
of a bullying nature, parents are always 
involved to ensure that the behaviour 
stops. 
 

If the behaviour continues or there is any 
repeat, we use our behaviour policy to 
implement appropriate consequences. 
 

Further information can be found in our 
Anti-Bullying Policy on the school website:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the classroom… 
Year 3… 

Year 3 have made a brilliant start to the 
year! They have all settled well into a new 
key stage and are taking on all new 
challenges and opportunities with 
positivity and determination. We are so 
proud of them. We asked the children what 
their favourite part of Year 3 has been so 
far: 
 

‘My favourite part is doing 
extended writing because 
it's like telling a story and 
you can be creative’ - Roxy 
 

‘I loved making our cheese straws because 
they were tasty’ - Orla 
 

‘I love doing Maths and my favourite part is 
adding and subtracting hundreds, tens and 
ones’ - Jessie 
 

‘My favourite part is History 
learning about Ancient Egypt 
and I know that when 
someone died they took all 
the insides out before they 

put them in a tomb’ – William 
 

‘I am enjoying PE 
especially indoor PE as 
we were doing balances’ 
- Jovana 
 

‘I have enjoyed meeting new teachers, 
learning new subjects and doing extended 
writing’ - Etta 
 

‘I like going to Mr Bowtell's 
mindfulness colouring club 
because it's really calm and we 
get to colour with my friends’ - 
Olivia 
 

‘In Year 3, I like that we can go on the field at 
breaktimes sometimes which is really fun’ – 
Jonas 
 

‘I'm enjoying the Science because it's really 
interesting learning about healthy food’ - 
Betsy 
 

https://www.somersparkschool.org.uk/Policies/
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‘I love reading in Year 3 
because you can learn 
about so many things 
and I won the reading 
wheel’ - Edward 
 

‘Making the cheese straws for DT was so fun 
and delicious’ - Thea 
 

‘Meeting all my new teachers’ -Lexi 
 

‘I love everything in Maths because it is really 
fun’  - Lily 
 

‘I love breaktimes and 
lunchtimes with OPAL 
play and being with my 
friends’ - Levi 
 

‘Seeing my friends and teachers helping me’ 
- Arlo 
 

Year 4 Make a Splash at  
Malvern Splash!  

 

This term, Year 4 have begun their 

swimming lessons at Malvern Splash, and 

after just two sessions, they are already 

making a fantastic start. The children have 

represented our school brilliantly and have 

been a credit to themselves, their families 

and our wider school community. 

We have been particularly impressed by the 

confidence and determination shown by 

the children. Whether learning new 

swimming techniques, developing water 

safety skills or becoming more 

comfortable in the water, they have 

embraced every challenge with 

enthusiasm and a positive attitude. 

The staff at Malvern Splash have praised 

our pupils for their excellent behaviour, 

manners and willingness to learn. Children 

have listened carefully, supported one 

another and celebrated each other's 

successes, demonstrating the values we 

promote every day in school. 

Most importantly, the children are 

thoroughly enjoying the experience. 

Swimming is a vital life skill that develops 

water safety awareness, physical fitness, 

resilience and self-confidence. It also 

encourages independence, as pupils 

manage their equipment, changing 

routines and responsibilities throughout 

the programme. 

We are incredibly proud of the way Year 4 

have embraced this opportunity and look 

forward to seeing their skills and 

confidence continue to grow over the 

coming weeks. 

Here is what the children have to say: 

"I like how we get to jump in." Lily H (4SB) 

"I just like swimming." Lionel (4SB) 

"I like our swimming teachers, they are really 

nice." Ella (4SB) 

"I like that I am getting better." Oscar (4SB) 

"I used to need a float, but now I don't need 

one." Georgia (4SB) 

 “I like swimming because you learn 

something new each week and I can swim 

with my friends.” Tahlia (4LE) 

 “I like swimming lessons because I’m 

starting to be more confident in the water 

and learn a lot.” Harriet (4LE) 

 “I like jumping in and learning how to 

swim.” Riley (4LE) 

“I have got better at my front crawl.” 

Reuben (4LE) 

 “I like going swimming because I get 

stronger and I can have fun.” Tammy (4LE) 

Well done, Year 4! You have already made 

a fantastic start and continue to represent 

our school with pride.                                                        
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News from Mercian Educational Trust 
 

 

School Language Made Simple  
EYFS, SEND, DSL, PPA… school life can 

sometimes feel like it comes with its own 

language!  

Schools use lots of shortened words and 

initials. If you do not work in education, it is 

not always clear what they mean.  

Here are some of the most common ones 

you may come across:  

MAT – Multi-Academy Trust  

A group of schools that work together and 

share support, knowledge and resources.  

EYFS – Early Years Foundation Stage: The 

stage of education for children from birth to 

age five, including Reception.  

KS1 – Key Stage 1: Years 1 and 2.  

KS2 – Key Stage 2: Years 3 to 6.  

SEND – Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities: Used when talking about 

children who may need additional or 

different support with their learning or 

development.  

SENCO – Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator: The member of staff who 

oversees support for pupils with special 

educational needs.  

EHCP – Education, Health and Care Plan: A 

legal plan for some children and young 

people who need more support than is 

normally available through a school’s SEND 

support.  

DSL – Designated Safeguarding Lead: A 

member of staff with lead responsibility for 

safeguarding and child protection in school.  

DDSL – Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead: A member of staff who supports the 

DSL with safeguarding responsibilities.  

TA – Teaching Assistant: A member of staff 

who supports teaching and learning in the 

classroom.  

PPA – Planning, Preparation and 

Assessment: Time set aside for teachers to 

plan lessons, prepare resources and assess 

pupils’ work.  

INSET – In-Service Education and Training: 

Training and development time for school 

staff. You may see this used when the 

school is closed to pupils for an INSET day.  

EAL – English as an Additional Language: 

Used when a child speaks or is learning 

more than one language and English is an 

additional language for them.  

FSM – Free School Meals: Free meals 

available to eligible pupils.  

PP – Pupil Premium: Additional funding 

given to schools to help improve 

opportunities and outcomes for eligible 

pupils.  

There are plenty more! We will continue to 

explain some of the words and phrases you 

may hear in school so that everyone in our 

community can feel confident about what 

they mean.  

And remember- if we ever use a term you do 

not understand, please ask us. There is no 

such thing as a silly question. 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Best wishes,  
 
 
 
Chris Hansen
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